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A 
 H 0: 
AND. 
Faithful Account 
OF THE 8 


LIF E and Character of 
Mr. CHUBB. | 


SIR, | 
OUBTLESS, you will have 
heard, before this comes to 
hand, of the irreparable Los 
which the Pnblick has ſuſtained, in the 


Death of that cminently-good Man, 
B Mr. 


{#3 
Mr. CyusBs. As he had, by his Writ- 
ings, rendered himſelf a Favourite of 
yours, an authentic View of his Life 
and Character may be no diſagreeable 
Amuſement, and will, I flatter myſelf, 
entitle me to your Thanks. 


HE was the youngeſt Son of Mr. Henry 
Chubb, heretofore a Malſter of Eaſt- 
Harnham, a ſmall Village or Hamlet, con- 
tiguous to the City ofSa/zsbury, and was 
born on Michaelmas-day, in the Year 
1679. His Father dying when he 
was young, and the Widow, having 
the Care of three more Children on her 
hands, with a ſlender Maintenance for 
their Support, which was obtained by 
her Labour, Thomas (the Subject of 
my Letter) received no other Educa- 
tion than being inſtructed to read, and 
to write an ordinary hand. When he 
was about fifteen Years of Age, he was 
put Apprentice to Mr. Raw!ms, a 
Glover in this City, where, during his 

whole 


(3) 


whole Service, he behaved himſelf en- 
tirely to the Satisfaction of his Maſter 
and his Family, who always maintained 
a particular regard for him. After Mr. 
Cong Apprenticeſhip was expired, he 
continued, for a time, as a Scrvant to 
Mr. Rawlims in the Trade, Being a 
young Man of uncommon Genius and 
Sagacity, it drew on him the gencral 
Good-will and Reſpect of the Citizens: 
Among the reſt, Mr. /ohn Lawrence, a 
Tallow- Chandler (ſince dead) having 
contracted a generous Friendſhip for him, 


and the Trade of Glove-making being 


- prejudicial to Mr. CHubb's Eyes (who 
had always a Weakneſs of Sight) he, a- 
bout forty Ycars ago, took him under 
his Roof, as a Companion and to aſſiſt 
him in his own Buſineſs. Thus, all the 
former part of his Life, Mr. Chung 
obtained an honeſt Livelyhood, by his 
Labour. 
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ABovrT this time, there having been 
many Paper -Diſputes, in regard to the 
Scripture- Doctrine of 4 Trinity in Uni- 
Zy, Mr. Chuss, for the Satisfaction of 
himſelf and ſome of his Friends, with- 
out any the leaſt View of becoming an 
Author, arranged his Sentiments, in 
the manner they now appcar to the 
World, in his firſt Tra&, called“ The 
Supremacy of the Father aſſerted, &c. 
The Sentiments, contained in this 
Pamphlet, being oppoſite to thoſe or- 
thodox Notions generally prevalent, 
gave great Offence to many warm Zca- 
lots in this Neighbourhood, from whom | 
the Author met violent Oppoſition and 
much Scurrility. Fire and Faggot was 
the Word! and, happily for him and 
the publick Vindicators of TRUTH, the 
Storm of Perſecution which ſeem d to 
threaten the conſcientious Aſſertors of 
Liberty, in theſe Kingdoms, was warded 
off, by thoſe Friends of Freedom, the 

preſent 


471 
preſent Royal Family's holding the 
Scepter over us. | 


His more immediate Attention be- 
ing unexpectedly engaged, by the afore- 
mentioned Oppoſit ion, it neceſſarily led 
him to aVindication of That and a Con- 
templation of other Subjects, relative 
to IRUTH. To this Incident, and that 
wonderful Penetration he was endowed 
with, to (ce through and decry the Er- 
rors of paſt Ages, we are indebted for 
the many curious and valuable Pieces, 
which he afterwards publiſhed ; where- 
in, to an unprejudiced and diſcerning 
Reader, the ſtrongeſt Energy of Reaſon- 
ing is undeniably exerted ; the Extent 
of the moral Capacity (unbiaſſed by the 
deluſive Aids of Scholaſtic Inventions) 
is, in his own Example, wonderfully 
laid open; the Dignity of human Na- 
ture 1s reſtored and reſcued, from that 
Cloud of Ignorance wherewith the Su- 
perſtition or Craft of Monaſtic Times 

had 
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had darkened it; and Gop, the bene- 
volent Giver of all Underſtanding, is 
duly honoured, in the Aſcription of 
thoſe nobler Faculties and Diſpoſitions, 
inherent to the Mind of Man, which 
render him the bright Image of his Al- 
mighty Maker, and call for the higheſt 
Gratitude from his Creatures, 


Having commenced Author, his 
Merit, too conſpicuous to be confined 
within the narrow Circle of his Ac- 
quaintance, ſoon diffuſed its Rays thro' 
the whole Nation; and, which may be 
conſidered as an Honour to his Parts, 
and an Evidence of his extraordinary 
Genius, the late Sir Joſeph Fekyl, Ma- 
ſter of the Rolls, took him into his Fa- 
mily, and made him his Companion, 
at the Seaſons of his Retirement, from 
the Fatigues of the Chancery Buſineſs, 
or Relaxation, into the Country. Here 
Mr. Chun was introduced to the per- 


onal Knowledge and Intimacy of many 
Gentle- 


4 


Gentlemen of Letters and Eminence ; 
and from them this late Ornament of 
our City reccived ſuch Kindneſſes as, we 
may preſume, originally enabled him to 


live, in ſome ſort, 1 of La- 
bour. 


BEIN rather turn'd for a contempla- 
tive, ſober Life, than to reſide among 
the Great, altho' tempted with the bait 
of Affluence and a genteel Settlement 
for' Life, his Inclination prompted him 
to leaveSir Zoſeph, after a Continuance 
with him a very few Years, to ſettle in 
the Country again, among his Friends. 
And ſurely no Man could enjoy them 
with greater Felicity, for a long Series 
of Years, than he has done. 


As he increaſed in Age, he increaſed 
his Friends, and, conſequently, his For- 
tune; ſo that, for many Years paſt, he 
has lived wholly independent of Labour, 
yet he always delighted in giving aſſiſt. 

ance 


(8) 
ance in the Trade, which, by Mr. Laws 
rence's Death, devolved on a Nephew ; 
and has, to the laſt period of his Life, 


been a Helper in it. 


HE continued a ſingle Man to the 
End of his Days; for he often obſerved, 
that © as Mat:imony increaſed the Cares 
e and Anxi@y of Life, he was fond of 
his Liberty, and had already poor 
« Friends and Relations, without an 
Addition, to aſſiſt with that compe- 
© tent Fortune, which, by the Gene— 
« roſity of his Friends had fallen to 
« his Lot.“ And molt true it is, that, 
conſidering the Extent of his worldly 
Subſtance, no Man's Talent was or could 
be better employed for the Advantage 
of the Publick : for he was conſtantly 
among his poorer Acquaintance, not 
only tendering them kind Admonitions 
and Advice, in the conducting with 
Propricty their Affairs; but was, on 
every fit Occaſion, alliſtant, as far as his 

Purſe 
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Purſe would extend, in ſupplying their 
Neceſſities, and rendering Life caly and 
comfortable to them. Nor was he in 
the leaſt oſtentatious, for his Charitics 
were rather private than publick, in the 
Diſpoſition, and the Object ſeldom knew 
it's Benefactor. 


Mr. ChuBB was a Man of great Af— 
fability and uncommon Modeſty; fo 
ready of Conception in any caſual Ar. 
gument ſtarted in Company, that he 
was never at a loſs for an Anſwer to 
any Opponent, but, generally was rcady 
with it, before his Antagoniſt, when he 
had delivered it, had a Reply at hand. 
He was not only a ſolid Reaſoner on 
controverſial Points of Divinity, but 
well underſtood the Mathematzicks, 
Geography, and many other Branches 
of Science, in his Mother-Tongue, (for 
Latin and Greek, or any of the /earned 
Languages, he was a Stranger to) and, 
by talking properly on theſe, he became 

C an 


e 
an amiable Companion in all Compa- 
nies. He was, to the higheſt degree, 
good-tempered, and no ways pufft up 
with his ſuperior Abilities, but frankly 
accommodated himſelf, as well to his 
Acquaintance of inferior Knowledge and 
common Underſtandings, as ſuch to 
whom Providence had been more laviſh 
of intellectual Gifts. The beſt part of his 
Time was ſpent in Contemplation, and 
the Enjoyment of his Friends, to leave 
whom no carthly Temptations, not the 
moſt lucrative Proſpects, could induce 
him: It was his Choice to die among 
them, which was one Reaſon, given 
for his Refuſal of a very liberal Offer, 
made to him not long before his Death. 
There might, in this Place, be inſerted the 
Names of many Gentlemen that would 
do honour to the Memory of Mr. CHungB; 
but as he is gone, and that Knowledge 
would be of no publick Advantage, let 
it reſt for the preſent, Vet, tis but juſtice 

0 tO 
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to add, that Creat-Britain, alone, did 
not contain every Friend that he had: 
the more diſtant Inhabitants of the Globe 
held him in Eſteem, tho' known to 
them only by his Writings; and Natives 
of America thought themſelves happy 
in his Correſpondence. Oh Salisbury! 
could Plenty and Grandeur have ſeduced 
him from thy Habitations, he had been 
loſt to himſelf, his happier humble 
State; and thou wouldſt have long ſince 
been deprived, in him, of a Spirit, 
whole rich Qualitics outvied all the 
Wealth thy Walls could boaſt to con- 
tain beſides! of one, whoſe Name grateful 
Futurity will hear, with Reverence and 
Admiration, when thy lofty Spire ſhall 
fink and crumble into Duſt! 


By an over-attentive Application to 
Writing, he had impaired his Sight, 
which, as before obſerved, was natu- 
rally weak; and, latterly, he complained 
in his Head ; two very natural Diſorders 
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E 
for a Man of ſtrict Application to Bu- 
ſineſs and Study, in the advanced Years 
he arrived at. And though he had a 
vigorous Conſtitution, yer, by a Dil- 
uſe of his accuſtomed Exerciſe, which 
was much-walking, and by an impru- 
dent Indulgence of Milk-Dict, at an 
improper Scaſon, it ſo diſpoſed his 
Fluids, that, on Sunday, the 8th of Fe- 
bruary,loſtant, after a ſhortComplaint of 
an unuſual Pain in his Stomach, he ſud- 
denly breath'd his laſt, as he fate in, his 
Chair. He had been ſo well, the ſame 
Day, as to dine abroad with his Friends. 


So died Mr. THomas Chun, in the 
Sixty-cighth Year of his Age. A 
Man of profound judgment, of uncom- 
mon Perſpicuity, of unblemiſhed Ho- 
neſty and Simplicity of Life, of cour- 
tcous Manners and benevolent Diſpoſi- 
tions to his Fellow- Creatures. He was, 
in theſe and all other Views, an amiable 


Pattern for Society, ſuch a Pattern as 
all 


(13) 

all ſhould emulate, but few, alas! will 
be able compleatly to copy, His Death, 
ſudden as it came, was of that kind he 
wiſht, being prepared to reccive it; for 
he often declared, that, © as he cnter- 
* tained no difagreeable Apprehenſions 
* of Futurity, but was in conſtant Ex- 
ce pectation of his Diſſolution, he hoped 
6 it would be in the moſt ſhort and 
ce caly Conveyance to his appointed 
* Change, unattended with bodilyPains, 
« or the Sight of anxious Friends, to 
« diſturb his latter Moments.“ 


Mr. Chung PERSON was not ſtate- 
ly, he was both ſhort and fat; but his 
Countenance was mild, and indicated 
great Solidity within. Conſidering his 
Age, he lookt well to the laſt, His 
Dreſs was quite plain, his Demeanour 
artleſs, and altogether ſuitable. 


Ius you receive, from me, a faith- 
ful Account of this great, good Man, 
whoſe 
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whoſe Character, as ſuch, needs no Ex- 
aggeration. The Truth of it is, indeed, 
clearly demonſtrated, by one obvious 
Reflection, that tho, in his Life-time, 
he was beſet with People to whom he 
was greatly obnoxious, on the ſcore of 
his Works; yet They nor Envy itſelf, 
could ever publiſh any one Vice or im- 
moral Action, in his Practice or Con- 
verſation, threeſcore and eight Years ! 
When, O Virtuc! wilt thou find 
ſuch another Votary ? Thou, O Verity: 
ſuch another Champion? 


As to his WrITINGs they will ſpeak 
for themſelves: I am not, however, 
now inclined, (for the Reafons here- 
after mentioned) were I at leiſure, to ſay 
much about them. I am under a moſt 
firm Perſuaſion, he wrote aftcr, and pur- 
ſued TRUTH, howſoever diſguiſed, Whe- 
ther he found it, let impartial Poſterity 
determine. The Judgment of one of the 
greateſt Wits the preſentAge has known, 

who 
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who was no Flattercr, will be a laſting 
Teſtimony of the high Eſtimation Mr. 
Chusn's Works were held in, with 
Men of Learning and Parts, who were 
his Cotemporaries. I cannot help tran. 
{cribing the Paſſage, as I find it, in a Let- 
ter of Mr. Pope's written to Mr. Gay, 
then at the Duke of Qucensbury's; it is 
dated the 23d of Odlober 1730 : after 
ſpeaking therein of the noted Mr. He- 
phen Duck the Threſher, as a Wiltſhire 
Phznomenon, (who, it is ſaid, has 
lately taken Holy Orders) he enquires, 
* By the way, have you ſcen or con- 
« verſed with Mr. CHUBB, who zs a 
* wonderful Phænomenon of Wilt— 
e ire? He adds, I have read through 
* his whole Volume, with Admiration 
* of the Writer, tho' not a/ways with 
* Approbation of the Doctrine. Con- 
ſidering no Mortal ever arrived to a 
Perfection of Reaſon, what more could 


have been ſaid to Mr. CnuB's Advan- 
tage? What leſs, by a Man of Senſe, 
who 


r — 
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who had read thro his whole Volume ? 
For ſuch is the Partiality of the Times, 
People frequently condemn, without 
reading; and cenſure they ncither know 
what, nor why. To ſpcak a Fact, the 
Bible itſelf is not exempt from this un- 


candid Treatment. 


I Musrconfeſs, I had ſome Thoughts 
of refreſhing your Memory, with a Re- 
capitulation of the Pieces he publiſhed, 
according to the Order of Time in which 
they appeared, interwoven with an Ac- 
count of ſuch Remarks upon, or An- 
ſwers to them, as were alſo occaſionally 
publiſhed, either by the Abettors or 
Oppoſers of his Doctrines: But, as I 
have an Intention you ſhall be at liberty 
to publiſh this Letter, I bethought my- 
ſelf, it would be a Work of ſuch time, as 
might give opportunity for mercenary, 
or prejudiced People, to impoſe upon the 
World falſe Accounts of the Man, or 


perhaps fictitious Compoſitions in his 
Name, 


617) 


74 awe, before I could finiſh it. Beſides, 


the Tracts and Pamphlets themſelves, 
both on one Side and the other, may 
| probably be more commodiouſly pro- 
cured in your Metropolis, than here; 
and would, indeed, be more properly 
ſeryiceable for any impartial, able Hiſte- 
rian, who ſhould propoſe to make a 
Draft of Mr. Chung and his PER 
FORMANCES, in their full Proportion, 
than for this little Epiſtolary Sketch, or 
Eſſay upon his Character. Inſtead 
thereof, I can give you the Satisfaction 
of hearing, if there's any depending 
upon what I have only heard, (yet 1 
think from credible Authority,) my ſelf, 
That as much as Mr. Cnuss bas ſur- 
prized, and excited the Attention of, 
the unbiaſſed Part of his Readers, with 
what has already been printed of his, 
it is aſſured, they will be exceedingly 
more ſo, when they ſhall be obliged 
with his REMains. For it is confi- 
dently aſſerted, that the Legacy he has 

-D be- 
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bequeathed to the World, is richer, 
more claborate, more complcat, and 
more conſiderable, than all he beſtowed 
upon it, in his Life: time. Men publiſh * 
their Writings, while they live, for tlie 
fake of Intereſt, Reputation or Truth, 
and all theſe, or ſome of them, often in 
Conjunction. Thoſe he did publiſh, 
unavoidably promoted his Intereſt and 
eſtabliſhed his Reputation, to his Con- 
tent; and thoſe he left behind him 
might have enlarged both ; but of theſe, 
tis to be preſumed, he preferred a Poſt- 
humous Publication; Labour without 
Profit, Fame rather than Reputation, 
and Truth thereby, Truth undiſturbed, 
before them all. His very Antagoniſts 
contributed to his Intereſt, and to his 
Reputation, as well as his Arguments; 
but he wanted his Arguments to be diſ- 
encumbered of his Antagoniſts, that 
Truth might appear more amiable, calm 
and unclouded: and this, he knew, Was 


never ſo effectually to be accompfiſhed, 
irs 
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as by the healing, the compoſing Hand of 
Death, that grand Reconciler of perſonal 
Prejudices, Who lays Envy, Animolity, 
and Prepoſſeſſion afleep. And it is no 
greater Wonder that Men's Sentiments 
ſhall, thrive and grow authentic, when 
their Authors, ſeparate from them, are 
at reſt in their Graves, than that young 
r when they are cut off from 

eir Parent-Stem, ſhall acquire Roots 
of their own, extend their Heads more 
eminently, and become molt fruitful 
Trees themſelves, that were but the. 
Branches of One before. 


TuxESsE RRMAIxS, which, I think, car- 
ry the general Title of his Farewel to bis 
Readers, conſiſt, as ncarly as I can re- 
collect to have been informed, of about 
a Dozen Parts, and are Diſcuſſions upon 
the moſt important, intereſting Topics 
of Religion: Such as aim at the moſt 
rational Conceptions of the Supreme 


Being or Creator of the World, and 
D 2 the | 
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the Worſhip that may be moſt grateſul 
from his Creatures; the State of their 
Souls in the Separation from this Life, 
and what may be thought of the tre- 
mendons Doom 3; the Tenets of the 
principal Religrons upon Earth, cſpe- 
cially of the Chriſtiant and their Holy 
Founder; of the prophetick, miraculous, 
and parabolical Parts of his Doctrine, 
and alſo of his apoſtofical Hiftoriogra- 
phers, Cc. Upon all which, he ſeems 
to have ſtruck our many new and 
weighty Conſiderations, in a very co- 
pious and convincing Manner, as it is 
reported. - We long with Impatience 
here to ſee them, for we have formed 
great Expectations from them. Whe- 
ther they will be publiſhed by Subſcrip- 
tion, or in what other Mariner, I will en- 
deayour to learn, and it may poſſibly, in 


ſome teaſonable Time, be in my power 


to reſolve you. In the mean while, I 
remain, 81 R, 

' Tour Devoted, 
Humble Servant, &c. 


Sa kum, Feb, 16th, 
1746. | 


TRIBUTE 


OF THE | 


MUS E, 


To the Memory of the late 
Mr. Tuomas Cavss. 


. 9 SLID 2200 holed bowed 
For Modes of Faith 4 graceleſs Zealots fight, 
Hes can't be wrong, whoſe Life is in the right, 
EssaY on Max: 
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ET Enyydie, tet Calamny be dumb, 
Cunz triumphs where Denon 


cannot come: AS 
Aloft 


Ya 4 wo — 
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AloftHe ſoars to Rx Asoxs native Sphere, 
And quaffs rich Draughts of boundicfs 
.. Knowledge there; 
Where Bacon, Milton, Locke and New: 
ton ſhine, | 
W high Converſe, built on * 
, Divine: . - 
Rapt with Conceptions clear alen. 71 
Light, 5 
No Miſts of Error dim the Souls * 
Sight, — 
She joys to find that her n now, 
So „ with ä below. 
" Warrzrorz to Man were ative 
Pow'rs aſlign'd, | 
If Sov'reign Reaſon 3 the 
Mind ? 
Coercive Argument was nc'cr beſtow'd 
On Cnvss, to tempt weak Mortals from 
their Gop 3 
Tho Fools reject the Guide ht Gop 
has giv'n, 
And grope their Way, thro” Myſtery, to 
© Heavn. Tremble, 


| .(.2 z ). 3 
Tremble, abſurd Perverters of the Text, 
This World ye may deceiye, but not 
the next, - 

Shake off thy Fetters, Reaſon, and: be 
frec, 

[Tis CHUBB unbinds, maintain thy Li- 
berty. 


Bur oh l what Solace, Reaſon, canſt 
thou give | 2A 4 

To Us, condemn'd withouthim here to 
live ? 

What nervous Pen ſhall own thy righ- 
teous Cauſe, 

When blind Zeal tramples thine Eternal 
Laws! 

Where ſhall the Widow, where the 
Orphan, pour 

Their plaintive Sighs, whoſc n E 
no more? 

To hat Example ſhall the Parents turn 
Their riſing Offspring, loſt to his we 
mourn 2, | 

| "To 
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To whom, for RA the Doubt 
ful fly? 

To whom, for Comfort ſhall the Griev'd 
apply ? 

Where ſhall a Friend, a faithful Fricnd 
be found ? 

And how ſhall matchleſs, full Dese _ 
be crown'd ? 

So oft our Grave-ſtones fail the bad 
Man's Truſt, 

Suſpicion lights upon the good Man's 
Duſt; 

So oft the Poets proſtitute their Lays, | 

Tis hard, from Flatt ry, to diltinguith 
Praiſe: 

True Merit rear d upon its own firwBaſe, 

No adulating Monument can grace : 

Virtue, like CHUBB, muſt ſuffer by 
Extreams, 

To gild the Brilliant clouds i it's radiant 
Beams. 


| His W ORKS, the Mirror of his nobler 

Mind, | 
Thro lateſt _ ſhall inftruQ Mankind, 
Who 


. 
Who, if a ſeeming Blemiſh they per- 
ceive, | 

Will pity Human Frailty and—-forgive. 


Tuis feeble Verſe, the Tribute of E- 
ſteem, 
Can add no Luſtre to it's glorious 
THEME. 
With Love of Truth, no meaner Mo- 
tive, fir d, 
The Muſe proclaims that GoopNtss ſhe 
admir d: 
Yet ſhould the ſlaviſn Bigot do her 
wrong, 
Ye Sons of Freedom, vindicate the Song. 


EHE END: 


P. S. Mr. Chuss's Body, was, by his own Choice, 
depoſited next the Remains of his Valued Friend, 


Mr. Lawrence, in the Church- yard of Se. Edmend' , 
in this City. 


E 


